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EDITORIAL 


THE NEW COLONIALISM 


In his speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
September, the Canadian 
Prime Minister engaged in 
the kind of straight-forward 
fact-naming which is badly 
needed in the present day 
world. A few days earlier 
Mr. Khrushchev had belabour- 
ed the Western powers for 
their colonial policy and in a 
grand-stand propaganda play 
called for “immediate inde- 
pendence” for all colonies. In 
his reply, Mr. Diefenbaker 
listed the former colonial 
areas and territories which 
have received independence 
from Western powers since 
the end of World War II. The 
list is imposing. It includes 
some thirty countries in Asia 
and Africa with a combined 
population of 540 million 
people or nearly one-fifth of 
the human race. Then he 
listed the countries which 
‘were independent nations at 
the beginning of World War 
II and are now Soviet satel- 


lites. Again the list is im- 
posing. On it are ten coun- 
tries in Europe with a popu- 
lation of some 125 millions, 
to which must be added the 
Chinese Communist satellites 
of Tibet and North Korea. 
Comparison of the two lists 
yields two conclusions : in the 
days since the end of World 
War II a new colonial system 
has grown up in the world, 
and Mr. Khrushchev has him- 
self become the master of the 
foremost colonial power in 
the world today. Nothing, of 
course, enrages the Russians 
more than the charge that 
Russia has become a _ colo- 
nial power. Some of Mr. 
Khrushchev’s_ stormiest out- 
bursts in the Assembly were 
provoked by this charge and 
more recently ‘the Russian 
Ambassador to West Germany 
had to be ejected from a 
meeting in Bonn when Dr. 
Erhard, inaugurating Bonn’s 
“ Africa Week”, referred to 
Soviet Colonialism. The fury 





and near-panic with which 
Russian representatives react 
to the term is a clear indica- 
tion that they recognize the 
truth of the charge, and are 
aghast that the West has at 
last discovered the right name 
for this Achilles heel of Com- 
munism. Some people, how- 
ever, particularly in neutral 
countries, seem reluctant to 
face the fact that Russian 
domination of her satellites 
is colonialism in the strict 
sense of the term. Thus, an 
Indian official was recently 
quoted in the press as saying 
that he did not think that 
Russian policy could be called 
colonialism because “ the term 
has a certain political and 
economic meaning.” But what 
precisely is the meaning ? 


The essential feature of 
colonialism as practised by 
Western European powers has 
been political domination of 
foreign territories for pur- 
poses of economic _ gain. 
Nations have desired colonies 
as sources of raw materials 
and other needed products, 
and as markets for the pro- 
ducts of the colonial power’s 
industries. To ensure econo- 
mic control of the foreign 
territory they have imposed 
political domination over the 
area in question. The new 
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Russian colonialism continues 
this historical pattern and 
goes beyond it. On the eco- 
nomic side, the satellites in 
Eastern Europe have been 
completely subordinated to 
the Russian economy. Coun- 
tries which formerly had their 
natural trade links with the 
West are now forced to sell 
their products to the Soviet 
Union or other satellites at 
prices which are frequently 
below the world level. A 
powerful agency has been set 
up to control the economic 
growth of the satellite eco- 
nomies and to make sure that 
their future industrial deve- 
lopment follows lines most 
advantageous to Russia. Ex- 
change rates have been rigged 
so as to tie the currency 
systems of the satellites tight- 
ly to the rouble bloc. This 
makes it extremely difficult 
for them to break away and 
establish once again their 
economic independence. In a 
word, the satellite economies 
no longer exist for themselves. 
They exist to serve the inte- 
rests of the economy of the 
Soviet Union. All this repre- 
sents economic exploitation 
in the worst colonial tradition. 
The effect has been to depress 
wages in satellite countries, 
to slow down economic growth 
and to impede the develop- 
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ment of industry along lines 
most beneficial to the country 
in question. The tremendous 
contrast between the growth 
of West and East Germany 
since the War, the unrest in 
Poland and the steady stream 
of refugees from east to west 
is a clear indication of the 
true nature of Soviet econo- 
mic policy in Eastern Europe. 
The policy is a policy of 
colonial exploitation in every 
sense of the term. 


On the political side the 
new Soviet Colonialism is 
much more vicious and far- 
reaching than anything prac- 
tised by the older colonial 
powers. Western countries 
were primarily concerned 
with economic benefits and 
were not interested in poli- 
tical domination of foreign 
territories for its own sake. 
In pursuit of economic goals 
they often “negotiated agree- 
ments” with local leaders 
rather than liquidate them. 
No doubt these so-called 
agreements were imposed by 
force or threat of force. But 
the effect of the method was 
often, to leave the local politi- 
cal structure virtually un- 
changed. Local rulers remain- 
ed in power and whatever 
degree of freedom (or lack of 
it) which the ordinary people 
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possessed was affected, little 
by the advent of colonial rule. 
This is more true of British 
colonial policy than of some 
other nations but is an im- 
portant feature of the Wes- 
tern colonial pattern. 


All this has changed dras- 
tically under Communist colo- 
nial policy. “Indirect rule” 
on the British model is a thing 
of the past. For Communism 
is not only an _ economic 
system (as international cap- 
italism is) but an expansion- 
ary political ideology as well, 
determined to impose its 
political philosophy on other 
peoples. The first thing which 
the new colonialism does, ac- 
cordingly, is to smash existing 
political structures in the 
areas which it takes over. 
Opposition parties are syste- 
matically destroyed and poten- 
tial patriots and _ leaders. 
liquidated. The purges which 
accompanied the extension: 
of Russian domination over 
Eastern Europe and present 
events in Tibet are reminders 
of this fact. Next the educa- 
tional system is taken over 
and the schools filled not with 
teachers seeking to impart a 
love of truth to their students 
(the essence of education) but 
with Communists mouthing 
the party line. The free press 
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is quickly silenced and an 
Obedient propaganda machine 
substituted in its place. The 
economy is forced ruthlessly 
into the Communist pattern. 
Small free-holders are forced 
into collectives and small 
businessmen destroyed by re- 
pressive legislation. The state 
monopolizes economic life, 
since this makes it easier to 
gear the economy to the needs 
of the red colonial power. In 
a word, colonial domination 
is rapidly extended into every 
area of political and public 
life. 


As if this were not enough 
it is extended into private 
life as well. With red colonial 
rule come the _ ubiquitous 
secret police. Soon no one 
dares talk about “sensitive 
subjects” even to his best 
friend or closest neighbour. 
Anyone might be an informer. 
Parents become cautious as to 
what they say before their 
own children because they 
know the children are inter- 
rogated by teachers in school 
and “reactionary opinions” 
reported to the police. In 
these conditions the social 
fabric disintegrates. What 
was once a human community 
of persons who respected and 
trusted one another becomes 
a regimented mass of lonely 
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isolated individuals living in 
fear and suspicion of their 
neighbours. In such a society, 
to borrow the powerful phrase 
of Ortega y Gasset the popula- 
lation becomes “no longer a 
people, but a cloud of dust 
left hovering in the air.” 


The ultimate and most 
terrible aspect of the new 
colonialism is the brain-wash- 
ing: the all-pervading censor- 
ship, the forced attendance 
at meetings, the compulsory 
study of Communist doctrine, 
the constant dinning of Com- 
munist propaganda into tired 
minds, the isolation from all 
outside sources of news. 
Under this merciless pound- 
ing, which has reached its 
highest point in Communist 
China, body and mind are 
soon exhausted. Mental re- 
sistance to the new regime 
caves in and at this point 
colonial domination becomes 
complete. The mind itself be- 
comes a colony:— a desert 
outpost conquered and oc- 
cupied by an alien thought 
system a burned out satel- 
lite endlessly circling the dark 
sun of Communist dogma. 


The world has never be- 
fore known so_ thorough- 
going a colonial policy as this. 
It is something new in history. 
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The amazing thing is that 
Mr. Khrushchev can at this 
late date stand up in a wor'!d 
forum like the United Nations, 
denounce the West for colo- 
nialism and _ talk about 
“ peoples’ democracies” in 
Eastern Europe, and still de- 
ceive people. The time has 
come for a frank facing of 
issues. If the newly inde- 
pendent countries of Africa 
and Asia are really sincere in 
their hatred of colonialism, 
(and not merely motivated by 
personal interest) they should 
oppose it wherever it exists 
in the world, whether inside 
the Communist bloc or out- 
side. Perhaps their reluc- 
tance to call the new colonial- 
ism by its right name stems 
from the fact that a frank 
facing of this issue would 
trouble their consciences and 
make for some hard decisions 
in the United Nations and 
elsewhere. The reluctance 
may also be due in part to the 
growing tendency in both east 
and west to indulge in the 
use of “wordfact” (a term 
coined by Kenneth Galbraith 
in a recent article in The 
Atlantic Monthly.) “The 
wordfact ”, Mr. Galbraith ex- 
plains, “makes words a pre- 
cise substitute for reality.... 
It means that to say that 
something exists is a sub- 
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stitute for its existence. And 
to say that something will 
happen is as good as having 
it happen.” This, he points 
out, is an enormous ¢on- 
venience to statesmen. It 
explains the fact that they 
never make mistakes any 
more. Every defeat, by the 
time it gets reported to the 
people, has become a victory. 
Through the dexterous use of 
“ wordfact ” undesirable re- 
sults of policy can easily be 
shown to be more desirable 
than the desired result. And 
ugly facts which trouble con- 
sciences (like Soviet colo- 
nialism) can be cloaked over 
with pleasant-sounding names 
(like “ peoples’ democracy ”) 
and thus hard decisions can 
be avoided indefinitely. The 
growing use of “ wordfact” 
is a dangerous practice for 
people who value freedom. It 
represents a flight from real- 
ity, an effort to. improve on 
reality in a world wher 
reality is often unpleasant, 
and imposes hard choices. 
As such it is a step down the 
road towards Orwell’s land o 
1984 where “ War is Peace,’ 
“Freedom is Slavery”, and 
“Tgnorance is Strength.” I 
would be a great tragedy i 
we allowed ourselves to drif 
into that brainwashed lan 
by the rear door. 












LESSONS TO BE DRAWN FROM 


THE COMMUNIST EXPERIENCE 


A STIMULANT FOR OUR ZEAL * 


Epitor’s IntropuctTion. Social 

Action 
does not usually reproduce in 
full articles which have ap- 
peared in other publications. 
We are departing from our 
usual practice in this instance 
because we believe that the 
present article is of unusual 
importance and should be 
given as wide a circulation as 
possible. When publishing 
Mr. Hyde’s remarks, ' the 
Editors of Christ to the World 
said “we have been looking 
for an article of this kind for 
a long time and we are happy 
to have found it coming from 
such a competent and dedi- 
cated personality as Mfr. 
Douglas Hyde.” Social Action 
shares those sentiments and 
believes that this article will 
be of great value for educators 
and others working with 
youth and who may not have 
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Douglas Hyde 


access to Christ to the World. 
A limited number of reprints 
of the article are available 
from the Social Institute upon 
request. The article would 
make excellent material for 
discussion by study clubs and 
youth organisations. 


The article is the text of a 
lecture delivered in Rome in 
April of this year by Mr. 
Douglas Hyde, the well-known 
writer, lecturer and former 
Communist. The lecture was 
one of a series given by Mr. 
Hyde to Superiors of Insti- 
tutes and Congregations, 
priests, seminarians, nuns and 
laymen at the invitation of 
the ‘National Catholic Rural 
Life Conference. The lectures 
were given at the College of 
Propaganda, the Angelicum, 
the Pro Deo University, and 
other institutions. After being 


Reprinted from Christ to the World, 1960, Vol. V, No.3, pp. 371-389 
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tape-recorded the text was 
submitted to Mr. Hyde for 
touching up and revision. 


Mr. Douglas Hyde was 
born a Protestant (and once 
thought of setting out to India 
as a missionary). At the age 
of seventeen he became a 
Communist, attracted by the 
social aims proclaimed by the 
Party, and eventually rose to 
the position of Editor of the 
English Communist paper, 
“The Daily Worker.” In 1948 
a law-suit for defamation 
brought against him by a 
group of Catholic writers led 
him to investigate the doc- 
trine of the Catholic Church. 
The investigation led to his 
conversion to Catholicism 
after twenty years as an 
active member of the Com- 
munist Party. Since his con- 
version he has written many 
books and articles on Com- 
munism. 


I — WHY COMMUNISM ATTRACTS 
THE YOUTH 

I Became A Communist 

I will not weary you with 
a lot of autobiographical de- 
tails but perhaps I should 
mention that I joined the 
Communist party in 1928 just 
before my 18th birthday and 
I left it in 1948, 20 years later. 
That means that I spent the 
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whole of my late adolescence 
and early manhood with the 
Communists. During those 
years I did almost everything 
that a man can do for Com- 
munism. Communism was my 
life. I lived for it, I worked 
as a local organizer, district 
organizer and later on as a 
member of the London Secre- 
tariat of the British Com- 
munist Party. I am a writer 
and became the news editor 


of the communist party’s 
national paper: “The Daily 
Worker ”. 


A Challenge to us, Christians 
When I left the communist 
party, 12 years ago in 1948, I 
I believed that Communism 
was evil. I recognized this 
in the people around me and 
in my own life too. But I also 
recognized that there are 
many things that we may 
learn from the Communists 
and I came away believing 
that it was useful and neces- 
sary that we should have not 
only a better understanding 
of Communism as a theory 
but also that we should under- 
stand better the communists 
as people. I believe you can- 
not understand the successes 
which the communists have 
had in the last forty years un- 
less you understand the 
people who make up the com- 
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munist movement. But I 
believe that they are also a 
challenge to Christians and 
we should see them in that 
light. 


An International Battle for the 
Souls of Men 

The communists see this 
world as one world, with 
each country linked with 
every other and dependent 
upon them, and all mankind 
linked together in the same 
way. It is true that they 
divide the whole world into 
classes and so make nonsense 
of their claim to be inter- 
nationalists. But nonetheless 
that world concept, that reali- 
zation of the interdependence 
of peoples which they have, 
is something we should ap- 
preciate and emulate. I be- 
lieve too that they are right 
when they say that there is 
a great battle going on all 
over the world, that battle 
involves all mankind and that 
this is, in the final analysis, 
a battle for the hearts, minds 
and souls. 


The Same Things Attract them 
everywhere. 
In my experience Com- 
munists aré very ‘much the 


same wherever you go. Since 
I left the Communist party 
I have travelled as a commen- 
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tator on world affairs in al- 
most every part of the world, 
in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
North America, almost every 
country of Europe. And I 
have been able to maintain 
contact with communists and 
Communism over the years. 
It is my opinion that in most 
cases the things which attract 
one person to Communism 
are very much the same as. 
those which attract another 
on the other side of the world. 


Some time ago, I had the 
opportunity to spend a great 
deal of time in the company 
of a Communist guerrilla 
leader in the Philippines. He 
had been the supreme com- 
mander of the Hukbalahap, 
the Communist guerrillas. 
He was living in jail, and I 
asked the Philippine Govern- 
ment if they would be kind 
enough and hospitable enough 
to send me to jail as well, so 
that I might share his condi- 
tions with him and try to 
share his mind. I used to spend 
16 hours a day in his cell from 
6 in the morning to 10 at 
night arguing with him, 
gradually bringing him out 
of Communism and helping 
him back to the faith in 
which he had been reared. 


Moulded in the Same Way 
As we first talked to- 
gether I immediately realized 
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that our minds could meet, 
even though he was a Com- 
munist leader of Asian 
peasant origin, and I, a so- 
called Western intellectual 
and ex-communist. We had 
been, moulded in the same 
way and had been put 
through the same _ process. 
The things that brought him 
to Communism were very 
much the things which had 
made me a Communist as 4 
young boy of seventeen. He 
had been at receiver end. 
I had been an observer of 
bad social conditions and in- 
justices. These problems 
which are the concern of all 
mankind led him into Com- 
munism and they led me into 
Communism as well. Three 
weeks ago today I was talking 
to a group of six Burmese 
jungle fighters, men who had 
served with the Communists 
in the jungles of Burma and 
who had agreed to meet me. 
Again I had exactly the same 
experience. We talked the 
same language because our 
ideals as Communists had 
been much the same. So 
when I talk to you of Com- 
munists, I am not talking of 
some particular sort of British 
Communist but rather of a 
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type of Communist you will 
find all over the free World. 


Trying to Understand Con- 

vinced Communists 

I would like to take you, 
as it were, inside the mind 
of a Communist so that you 
may see what it looks like to 
the people on the other side. 
I don’t think I need to teli 
you that Communism looks 
different to the Communist 
from the way it looks to those 
who are in the opposite camp. 
I met my wife in the Com- 
munist movement. She was 
the chairman of a Communist 
demonstration at which I was 
the principal speaker one 
May day years ago, and we 
literally met for the first time 
on a Communist platform. 
After we both left the Com- 
munist party we tried to trace 
back the case-histories of the 
people who had been our 
friends and comrades in order 
to see what it was that had 
attracted them to Communism 
and. held them over the years. 
We knew that just as Com- 
munism had been my life, and 
had been my wife’s life, so 
it had been their lives too. 
We came to certain conclu- 
sions. 


Dreaming of a Good Society 
We came to the conclusion 
that to the overwhelming 
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majority of Communists (*), 
Communism first and fore- 
most is to them an _ ideal, 
a dream of a good society. 
There is nothing intrinsically 
evil in dreaming of good 
societies; there have been 
saints of the Church who have 
done the same. Almost al- 
ways the people who go to 
Communism are young, and 
youth is a period of idealism. 
Later on, when we become 
older and our arteries begin 
to harden, we get impatient 
of the idealism of youth. The 
fact remains that wherever 
you go you find that young 
people are idealistic because 
that is the way God made 
them. My belief is that it is 
right and proper that young 
people should be dreaming of 
good societies. If they are 





not dreaming of a good society 
when they are young they 
will become dreadful old 
materialists later on. I de- 
plore the fact that too often 
the idealism of youth is con- 
demned by superior adult. 
persons. The Communists take 
this idealism of youth, this 
vital force, and use it for 
their own purposes. Too often 
we have neglected it, when 
we might have used it. And 
so the Communists have been 
able to use it for their own 
evil purposes. 


A Revolt against Social Evils 


Secondly to the Communist 
his Communism is a revolt. 
It is a revolt against real 
evils not imaginary ones. The 
Communists don’t have to 
manufacture or create the 


1 Douglas Hyde speaks here of convinced Communists in Western 


countries. 


Experience has shown us that behind the iron curtain 
there are numerous categories of Communists: 


the sincere and the 
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convinced, opportunists, go-getters, the ambitious, the spiteful who. 
want tc revenge themselves on personal, family or class enemies ; 
those who become Commuriists to save themselves or their family 
from ruin, to seek refuge from the oppression, exploitation and re- 
prisals that the Party perpetrates on those who oppose it; those 
who formerly believed in it but who are disgusted by what they 
have seen in the regime: hypocrisy, inequalities, acts of cruelty,,. 
mass exploitation, etc. those who would like to, but do not know 
how to shake off its hold or its tyranny; those who no longer 
believe in it but consider the only thing to do is to move with the 
Party because it is destined to conquer the world. Mr. Hyde is 
speaking here of those who have sincerely believed in the themes 
of Communistic propaganda, and who dedicated themselves to the 
Party completely, because they believed in it, (as in his own case — 
before he realized the lies and the perversity of the system). 
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evils against which they cam- 
paign. They exist already. 


This is a very imperfect 
world, full of imperfect 


people. Necessarily, therefore, 
we must suppose there will 
always be evils of some sort 
in the world. The social 
and racial injustices against 
which the Communists cam- 
paigns, are real (?). Very 
frequently a Communist is 
someone whom you might 
describe as a natural rebel, 
someone who has a sensitive 
social conscience, and feels 
constrained to speak out 
against evil when he sees it. 
Again I would say there is 
nothing intrinsically wrong in 
speaking out against injustice 
when you see it. The Com- 
munists take the natural re- 
belliousness of youth and use 
it for their own purposes. So 
flowing into the Communist 
party all over the world there 
is a constant stream of young 
idealists and natural rebels, 
anxious to change the world, 
anxious to make an end of 
evil, and believing that no 
one else cares about the 





- In “ The Answer to Communism’ 





scorned and the rejected. This: 
is something which should 
exercise our minds as Chris- 
tians. 


Membership in a World-wide 

Organization 

Thirdly, to the Communist 
his Communism means mem- 
bership of a world-wide or- 
ganization, one which cuts 
across the narrow frontiers of 
our time, which has a com- 
mon aim and purpose, a com- 
mon philosophy. It is an or- 
ganization which pools all of 
its experiences, and learns. 
from its mistakes. 


This leads those who join 
the Communist party into 
feeling that they are part of 
a great international move- 
ment, which knows where it 
is going and how it is going 
to get there. This gives him 
a feeling of strength and any 
psychiatrist will tell you that 
there are many people in the 
world today who feel they 
just do not belong. Those: 


‘who go to the Communist 


party feel buttressed by this: 


> Douglas Hyde shows very clearly 


that the problem of Communism is not above all, social and political,. 


but spiritual. 


“Tf Communism were simply’ the product of poverty 
and bad social conditions you would expect it 


of the very poor, who would form the majority of its members. 


to be the party 
The 


really poor, the people most hard hit by poverty and squalor are 
notable for their absence.” (p. 28, 29). 
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international movement and 
are made to feel that they do 
belong. In a curious sort of 
way, one might say, that in- 
ternationalism of communism 
is an inversion of the Catholi- 
city of the Church, this de- 
sire of men to be united 
regardless of race or nation, 
in a common faith, having a 
common aim which extends 
right acrosss the world. 


Hate and Destruction 

But the tragedy is, of 
course, that the aim of Com- 
munism includes the over- 
throw of everything for which 
civilization has stood for the 
past thousand years, and 
more. I say this, not in a 
propaganda sense. I mean it 
exactly. For .the Communist 
himself believes that you 
cannot graft Communism on 
a capitalist society ; you must 
destroy the existing social 
order completely and also its 
ideological superstructures ; 
all its culture, all its ideas, 
everything which has grown 
out of it, before you can build 
your Communist society. So 
we are justified in saying that 
the aim of the Communists 
includes the overthrow of 
everything for which civili- 
zation has stood for the past 
two thousand years. 
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Militant Atheism and Evil 

Philosophy 

And the philosophy which 
they share is a militantly 
atheistic philosophy, one that 
not only says there is no 
God but declares this a 
purely material world and 
that man is a_ purely 
material creature. One that 
also says that the very me- 
mory of the name of God 
must be wiped from the mind 
of men before Communism 
can succeed. This is part of 
the tragedy of Communism, 
that you have these sincere 
young people going into the 
Communist party anxious to 
change the world and then 
accepting a totally evil philo- 
sophy, which leads inevitably 
to their becoming evil too. 


Giving Everything to Com- 

munism 

Fourthly, to the Commun- 
ist his Communism is a reli- 
gion. He will deny this since 
he is opposed to all religion. 
But I believe that you can 
only explain the lives of the 
Communists themselves in 


terms of spiritually hungry 
people for they are giving 
everything to Communism ; 
giving what men in other 
times and in other circum- 
stances give to God. They 
live for Communism and if 
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necessary they will die for it 
too. They turn their Com- 
munism into a substitute re- 
ligion. And even the Com- 
munists themselves tend to 
talk in those terms today. 


Using Good Aspirations for 

Evil Purposes 

Not very long ago, the 
British Communist Party ad- 
vertised a series of lectures 
in the “ Daily Worker ” under 
the general title of “A Faith 
for a Modern Man”. I be- 
lieve that is precisely what 
the Communists are trying to 
make of their Communism. 
And they are demonstrating 
in their own lives, in their 
international movement, that, 
if you deny men a good faith, 
they will turn to an evil one 
and will do everything for 
that, instead. We here, in 
what was once called Chris- 
tendom, have produced a 
generation large numbers of 
whom have no faith, nothing 
to live for, and nothing to die 
for. They don’t believe in 
God, they don’t believe in 
themselves. Life is just pur 
poseless. And it is inevit- 


able that men should revolt 
against the unnatural situa- 
tion and should try to find 
some substitute for a faith. 
It is for this reason, I believe, 
that Communism does not at- 
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tract the worst of people and 
use the worst of qualities; it 
takes instead, the best of 
people and takes the best of 
qualities and uses them for 
evil purposes. It takes loyalty 
and devotion to a cause, wil- 
lingness to sacrifice, and 
other such qualities, and uses 
them. 


The Secret of their Strength 

All over the world this 
process is going on, and it has 
helped to give the Communist 
movement aé_e great inner 
strength. It uses what is 
good in men and uses what 
is evil too. Their hatred of 
a society that they feel has 
perhaps cheated them or 
others. Their resentments 
and frustrations, their desire 
for vengeance on a com- 
munity which has not given 
them the opportunities they 
had hoped to have. It uses 
both the good and the bad, 
for its own purposes. 


Dedication to a Cause 

I said just now that Com- 
munists in my experience are 
prepared to live for Com- 
munism and if necessary to 
die for it too. I believe that. 
The Communists often shame 
those of us who call ourselves 
Christians by their zeal and 
their enthusiasm, their dedi- 
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cation and their readiness to 
sacrifice. Let me stop here 
and give you the case of my 
own wife because I know a 
good deal about her. I re- 
member, when I met her first 
she was getting up very early 
every morning to cycle a long 
distance, going to sell the 
“Daily Worker” of which 
I was the News Editor, to 
factory workers, as they went 
in to their work. She did not 
sell many copies of the Com- 
munist paper. For it was a 
time when Communism was 
very unpopular. But she 
stood each day, holding up 
the paper, making a witness 
for the things in which she 
believed, meeting a stream of 
obscenities and blasphemies, 
being spat upon, and doing 
it for the cause of Com- 
munism. 


Readiness to Sacrifice: An 

Example in Malaya) 

I said that people are 
prepared to die for their Com- 
munism. A little time ago I 
was flying around the jungles 
of Malaya. I went into an 
area which is still under Com- 
munist control, in the hands 
of the Communist guerrillas. 
When I got there, I inquired 
about a group of nine men 
whom I had known years 
ago. They were leaders of 
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the Malayan Communist 
party. They were graduates. 
All had professions into which 
they might have gone. Instead 
of which when they went 
back to Malaya from Britain 
they took to the jungles as 
Communist fighters. Instead 
of pursuing their careers 
making a good job for them- 
selves, they accepted the 
hazards of living and fighting 
in the jungle. When I inquir- 
ed what had happened to 
them, I found that only one 
of them was still alive. He 
was on the border between 
Malaya and Thailand, hunted 
like an animal with a big price 
on his head. He was in bad 
shape physically because he 
was living in a part of the 
jungle so dense that he was 
hardly getting any sunshine 
at all. The other eight were 
dead. To the security pecple 
who shot them they were so 
many Communist terrorists, 
the enemy. But to other 
Communists all over the 
world they were martyrs, 
people who were prepared to 
die for their Communism. 


That is what I mean when 
I say that the Communists 
often shame those of us who 
are Christians. It is a great 
tragedy that these men are 
prepared to do so much and 
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give so much for such an evil 
cause. Very often, you know, 
it is the small sacrifices which 
go on day after day, year 
after year, which make the 
biggest demand upon people, 
and are the biggest test. I 
saw these being made over 
and over again in my ex- 
perience as a Communist too. 


Conversion-Mindedness 

I remember for example, 
how at one time we who were 
employed by the “Daily 
Worker” and who were all 
Communists, wanted to spread 
Communism in the area 
around the Daily Worker 
Building. There was already 
a Communist party group in 
every nearby factory. The 
only large concentration of 
employees amongst whom 
there was no Communist cell 
or group was in a large hos. 
pital. We decided we should 
try to establish a group of 
the Communist party there. 
Communists are always what 
I would call  conversion- 
minded, they are looking for 
opportunities of making con- 
verts if they can. 


Volunteering to give their 
Blood 
I was the leader of the 
Communist group in the 
Daily Worker and I checked 
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up and I found that no one 
on our staff had any contact 
inside that hospital at all. So 
I called a meeting of the 
Communist party and I asked 
for suggestions as to how we 
might break into that hos- 
pital. Some one had a good 
idea. It was at the time when 
London was being bombed 
almost every day, and every 
hospital was crying out for 
blood to use for blood trans- 
fusions. He said, “ Why should 
we not volunteer to give our 
blood because if we do that 
we could go back to the hos- 
pital time after time, meeting 
the doctors and nurses as we 
did so, making friendships 
and out of those friendships 
make converts.” So I called 
for volunteers. There were 
200 members on the Daily 
Worker’s staff and I got 200 
volunteers. My staff queued 
up outside the hospital time 
after time. In fact very often 
when I wanted a reporter to 
go out on an assignment, I 
had to send a messenger to 
fetch him off the blood-line 
outside the hospital. I had 
to bring it to an end. One 
night, just as the last edition 
was going to press the man 
who was responsible for the 
technical production of the 
paper collapsed on the job. 
When I got our Communist 
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staff doctor to give him a 
medical examination he said : 
“This man has given so much 
blood, that he has nearly 
drained himself white.” He 
had done this in his anxiety 
to make recruits to the Com- 
munist cause. 


Results of this Dedication 
There are two sequels to 
this story. One is that as a 
result of that operation we 
made our first contacts inside 
that hospital. That is twenty 
years ago, and today there is 
still a group of the Communist 
party inside it, among the 
doctors and nurses, today be- 
cause of what the Communists 
on the Daily Worker staff 
did in 1940. The other is 
that some years later, Mao 
Tse-tung got in touch with 
the British Communist Party 
and said he wanted someone 
who was a trained journalist 
and public relations man and 
also a tough Communist to 
join his HQS staff, move 
around with them and to 
interpret the mind of the 
West to Mao and Mao’s mind 
to the West. I would have to 
choose the man who would 
go. The man I chose was the 
man who collapsed on the 
job because I knew he was 
dedicated. I knew he was 
a good journalist and a tough 


520 








Communist and the most ap- 
propriate man for the work. 
So he went and joined Mao 
Tse-tung. 


Tragedy due to the Evil of 

Communism 

Later on when the Korean 
War began — be which time 
Mao and his comrades had 
become the rulers of China — 
he went with the Chinese 
forces into Korea. He was 
one of the men who helped 
to indoctrinate British and 
American and other English- 
speaking prisoners of war in 
Communist and Marxist 
ideas. As a consequence a 
demand was made in the 
British House of Commons 
that he should be charged as 
a traitor. Now there you have 
something of the tragedy and 
the evil of Communism. On 
the one hand, a man who was 
prepared to give his blood for 
a cause until he collapsed ; 
and on the other, that cause 
is so rotten that the man dare 
not return to his own country, 
for if he did so he might be 
charged as a traitor. 


Big Demands Get Heroic 
Response 
Communists believe that if 
you make mean little demands 
upon people, you will get a 
mean little response and that 
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is all you deserve. But if 
you make big demands upon 
them, you will get an heroic 
response. I in my own life, 
as Catholic writer for the last 
twelve years, have been able 
to see that exactly the same 
happens with our own Catho- 
lic people as well. It is not 
exclusive to the Communists, 
this desire for dedication and 
for self-sacrifice, you can get 
a heroic response from our 
own people if you are pre- 
pared to make the demands 
big enough. 


Always Trained for Battle 
But the Communists also 
know that it is not sufficient 
just to have dedicated and 
enthusiastic people. If people 
are to be effective, then they 
have to be well instructed as 
well. The life of every Com- 
munist, of every hard-core 
Communist, consists of over 
and over again going back to 
more instruction. Always that 
instruction is related to the 
battle of our time, to the fight 
in which he is engaged so 
that he sees what he learns 
as ammunition for a fight in 
which he is already engaged. 


Importance of Leadership 
Formation 
I believe that they have a 
very valuable point, there, 


DECEMBER 1960 


which we might well note. 
They believe too that their 
people can be immensely 
more successful if they are 
trained in leadership tech- 
niques. They see themselves 
as so many leaders. You can 
see this demonstrated in many 
factories, so much so that it 
only takes two or three Com- 
munists to make an enormous 
impact upon a factory or 
upon a whole locality. 


The Communists have 
taken the view that they can 
take anyone who is willing to 
be trained in leadership and 
turn*him into a leader. I be- 
lieved this, and proved it, 
when I was a Communist, 
tutoring leadership courses. 


A Typical Case 

On one occasion, at the 
beginning of the last war, I 
had given my last lecture in 
a series on leadership and 
ended it by saying that the 
Communist party could take 
any one who is willing to be 
trained in leadership and 
turn him into a leader. 
Then, when the class was 
over, there was someone wait- 
ing for me who was just 
about to make the biggest 
challenge I ever had to meet. 
He took me up on this point 
that I had made. He wanted 
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to be a leader, in fact he 
was pathetically earnest in 
his desire. He told me he 
wanted me to make him into 
a leader. But he did not just 
put it like that for nature 
had not been kind to him. As 
I looked at him I thought I 
had never seen anyone who 
looked less like a leader in 
my life. I had never seen 
anyone quite so wunprepos- 
sessing. He was very short 
and grotesquely fat. He had 
a very flabby white face, 
with a cast in one eye and he 
had a most distressing stutter. 
I am not making fun of the 
man when I tell you what he 
said to me: “ Cucucucomrade 
I wawawawant you tototo 
take me and to train me and 
to turn me into a lelele 
leader of me me men.” I look- 
ed at Jim and I wondered 
how I was going to do it. 
Then I thought: “Well, I 
said we would take anyone 
who was willing to be train- 
ed in leadership and turn him 
into a leader and here is Jim 
pathetically anxious to be 
turned into a leader.” So I 
set about the job. 


Giving him Something to 
Believe in 
According to the Com. 
munists, the first thing you 
have got to do when you 
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want to turn a man into a 
leader is to give him con- 
fidence in himself. The second 
thing is to give him something 
to have confidence about, 
because this world is full of 
people with an overdose of 
self-confidence and nothing 
to back it up. As I looked 
at poor Jim I thought, “ Well 
he has not got much to have 
confidence about.” So we had 
to give him self-confidence. 
I told Jim: “If you will at- 
tend classes and learn the 
things which we can teach 
you, we will give you the 
answers to all the great ques- 
tions which are troubling the 
mind of modern man. Ws 
will explain the universe to 
you, we will explain what 
man has been trying to do 
throughout the ages, we will 
show you that there is a pat- 
tern in history so that you 
may see the whole of history 
has been working towards 
the revolution and the victory 
of Communism. We will 
show you how the very laws 
of the universe are on our 
side. This is the essence of 
dialectical materialism — that 
the very laws of the universe 
work for Communism, in 
particular the laws that all 
progress comes from conflict. 
Then sooner or later you will 
become one of the small 
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group of people who under- 
stand the nature of change. 
And when the right moment 
comes, you will be one of 
those who, because of this, 
will be able to overturn this 
rotten old world in which we 
live and you will be able to 
help to build a grand new 
world instead.” 


Giving him Confidence in 

Himself 

We gave him something to 
believe in, we helped him to 
believe in himself; as a con- 
sequence we gave him con- 
fidence in himself and I would 
say that even though when 
he came to us he had an in- 
feriority complex, it was not 
very long before we had given 
him a_ messianic complex 
instead. We had given him 
belief in himself and as a 
consequence, he began to 
develop as a person. You 
could watch his personality 
unfold! After some months 
of instruction I told him that 
he ought to be a tutor. He 
was terrified. He said : 
“W wwhat m m me! ” 
I replied: “Yes, because 
when you came to me some 
months ago you knew nothing 
about Communism at. all. 
You came to the Communist 
Party through one of its 
campaigns, you knew nothing 
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of Communism as a theory- 
Most of the people who come 
to Communism come in the 
same way. But you have 
learned a lot in recent months: 
and the people who are now 
just coming to Communism 
know as little as you knew 
some months ago. The whole 
art of teaching is to know a 
little bit more than those 
whom you are trying to teach. 
If you have that you can get 
away with it.” 


Training Simple Men to Teach 

And so I told him: “You 
should be a teacher. If they 
ask you questions you don’t 
know how to answer, go back 
to your text-books and find 
them. You will Jearn that 
way and you can give them 
the answers later on.” So he 
became the tutor of a small 
group. This was an essential 
part of his training, because 
he meant he had to get some 
order into his own ideas. He 
had to learn to formulate 
those ideas, then pass them 
on to other people in simple 
language; first to a small 
group, then to a larger group. 
Later on we put him through 
a public speaking course. 


The Result of Such Training 
We did not turn him inte 
a great orator, but we made 
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him into quite an effective 
agitator and propagandist. 
Incidentally, although we did 
not cure him of his stutter he 
became very much modified 
in the process, as he gained 
confidence in himself. We 
also trained him to go into 
labour union and taught him 
the simple things concerning 
procedure, how to chair a 
meeting, how to move a re- 
solution or an amendment. 
Then we put him into the 
labour movement. Today he 
is one of the leaders of 
Britain’s only Communist 
union and a very effective 
leader indeed. 


The Secret of this Success 
The Communist party over 
and over again takes such un- 
promising human material 
and uses it quite effectively. 
‘The secret of our success was 
this: we did not tell Jim, 
who was a worker, to teach 
dialectical materialism to nu- 
clear physicists. We taught 
him to put over simple ideas 
to simple people — and that 
is what I believe we also need 
to do. We, too, can use 
people effectively if we will 
get them to work with people 
at their own level. Because 
the Communists succeed in 
training leaders they are able 
to make an immensely more 
effective impact upon the life 
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and thought of our time than 
would otherwise be the case. 


What is Tragic about this 

Training 

But what is tragic about 
the process is this: there is 
a constant stream of young 
idealists and rebels of the 
type to whom I referred 
earlier, going into the Com. 
munist party and then being 
indoctrinated. As a _ conse- 
quence, before very long they 
have got an entirely new ap- 
proach to the world: they 
see the world in terms cf 
conflict, they believe that they 
should fight for Communism 
as if they were fighting a 
war; that they must use the 
art of war; the techniques 
and tactics of war they must 
be prepared to infiltrate the 
enemy’s camp and so destroy 
him from within. That is 
why they infiltrate every sort 
of organization. They are 
taught that they should look 
for allies, use those allies for 
just as long as they serve the 
purposes of Communism, then 
turn against them, reject 
them and destroy them if 
necessary. 


II — COMMUNIST TACTICS 
Communist Tactics: 
an Example 
I recall how in 1928, not 
very long after I joined the 
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Communist party, a new 
line came from party Head- 
quarters concerning our atti- 
tude towards the left wing 
socialist leaders. Until then 
we had been attacking them; 
the new line was that we 
should try to make allies of 
them instead. The branch of 
the Communist party to 
which I belonged did not ac- 
cept this new line. We 
thought it much more fun 
attacking people than being 
friends with them. And so 
one of the leaders came from 
Communist party Headquar- 
ters to try to convince us of 
the correctness of the new 
policy. He argued with us 
for a long time and it looked 
as though he would not suc- 
ceed. Then he had a bright 
idea. He said: “Comrades, 
we must be ready to take 
these people by the hand in 
order to take them by the 
throat.” This was such ob- 
viously good reasoning, such 
obviously good Marxism, that 
we accepted the new line 
without further discussion, 
and moved on to the next 
item on the agenda. And over 
again during the years thai 
followed, I heard the same 
saying: “ We must take them 
by the hand in order to be 
able to take them by the 
throat.” 
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Why the Distension Policy 

I think this is a point to 
remember, because in the 
period ahead of us, we are 
going to have a lot of Com- 
munists, open and_ under- 
ground, trying to make allies 
out of all sorts of people and 
all sorts of organizations. 
They will say: “We are 
agreed on short-term objec- 
tives. Forget about our long- 
term aims, we are all for 
peace, we are for social jus- 
tice, why should not we travel 
hand in hand ?”. It is neces- 
sary to remember at such 
times, that when he takes you 
by the hand he also wants to 
be able in due course, to 
take you by the throat. 


Working to Conquer the World 

The aim of the Communists 
is a Communist world and 
they believe that they can 
realize that goal in our life- 
time. By this they mean the 
whole wide-world. Stalin 
said: “This is the epoch of 
the proletarian revolution and 
the proletarian dictatorship.” 
This, put into ordinary lan- 
guage, means: in this period 
in which we live we shall see 
the proletarian dictatorship, 
the victory of Communism all 
over the world. Every Com- 
munist believes that if he 
works hard enough, and other 
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Communists like him, work 
hard enough, too, and are 
able to recognize the moment 
of opportunity when it comes, 
then they will see the victory 
of Communism throughout 
the entire world. Always the 
Communist strategy is keyed 
to that belief, the belief that 
a Communist world can be 
realized in this present period. 


Asia, Africa and Latin America 

The Communists today be- 
lieve that it should be pos- 
sible in the years immediately 
ahead of us to spread Com- 
munism to Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. That those 
three continents are the con- 
tinents of promise. That they 
are wide open to the spread 
of Communism and if Com- 
munism is able to win for 
itself those three great under- 
developed areas, then it may 
be possible to by-pass the 
West and confront us with 
a situation where a majority 
of mankind already lives 
under Communism. 


It is true that they also 
believe that some day an eco- 
nomic crisis will come to the 
West just as it came in the 
late nineteen-twenties and the 
early thirties. That when it 
comes, it will start in America 
and there will be a chain re- 
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action through all the capital- 
ist countries of the West, and 
the weakest links in that 
capitalist chain will break. 
This will include, they be- 
lieve, a whole lot of countries 
in other parts of the world, 
too. But at this moment the 
whole Communist strategy is 
based upon the assumption 
that it should be possible to 
spread through Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, and the 
probability is that the most 
immediate of all these re- 
warding activities will be in 
Latin America. Their greatest 
hope of an early victory is 
on the Latin American Conti- 
nent. 


Why Peaceful Co-existence 
Current strategy is of 
course intended to suit a 
period of relaxed tensions. 
They believe that we are 
likely to have an ending of 
the cold war and a period of 
peaceful co-existence ahead of 
us for some years. They be- 
lieve it should be possible to 
use the peace for the purposes 
of communism. Harry Pollitt, 
the British Party Communist 
leader, said: “We want 
peace in order to build Com- 
munism.” Well that is fair 
enough. He is a communist. 
It is natural enough that he 
should make that his aim. 
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What troubles me is: if we 
are going into a period of 
peace today most of us have 
no idea what we are going to 
do with that peace at all. 
They know where they are 
going and how they are going 
to get there. We have a lot 
of confused and contradictory 
ideas and no clear picture of 
what we are going to do with 
any period of peaceful co- 
existence which may lie 
ahead. 


Why National and Popular 

Fronts 

The Communists believe 
that by the creation of 
national fronts and popular 
fronts it should now be pos- 
sible to win a great body of 
support. It is up to them to 
discover those popular causes 
which will bring them the 
greatest possible support. If 
they can discover such causes 
then they should be able 
to build up a body of sym- 
pathy and from that make 
many recruits. This is what 
happened in the nineteen- 
thirties when they built up 
popular fronts all over Europe 
and from those popular fronts 
recruited a great many party 
members. I would remind 
you in passing that the seeds 
of the treason we witnessed 
during the nineteen-forties 
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and fifties were sown in the 
nineteen-thirties when the 
Communists were recruiting 
young students through popu- 
lar front movements, in uni- 
versities all over Europe and 
North America. 


To Build up the Communist 

Party 

They believe too that they 
should use this period to build 
up the Communist party it- 
self. They want to train up 
new young leaders ; they are 
always looking for potential 
leaders. But the anticipated 
period of peace, the period of 
popular fronts, will call for 
a particular type of party 
leader — an educated man. 
In a period when you are 
fighting for communism with 
the gun, the peasant, or the 
uneducated worker, may be 
just as valuable as the edu- 
cated man. But in a period 
when the battle is one of 
doctrine and of ideas, it is 
educated people they want. 


Their First Target: 
the Students 

For this reason, the student 
is the Number One target all 
over the world today. Where- 
ever I go, as I travel around 
the world, I see signs of this 
tremendous new concentra- 
tion upon the student popu- 
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lation everywhere. Commun- 
ism wants to build up the 
party and to build it around 
a hard core of educated 
people. And they are pre- 
pared to go to tremendous 
pains, and spend a very great 
deal of time, to get the people 
they want. Last July I spent 
four weeks in a prison cage 
with 14 overseas Chinese 
students who had been arresi- 
ed and have been in jail for 
years for being drawn into a 
Communist discussion group. 


Communist Method with 

Students 

I was able to learn from 
them as I worked upon them, 
and with them, how the Com- 
munists had brought them 
under their influence. It was 
in a country where the over- 
whelming majority of the 
Communist leaders are in 
jail. They had been captured 
or had surrendered during 
the period of armed rebel- 
lion. And yet short as they 
were of leaders, they spared 
three to go down to a univer- 
sity and work for three years 
on just 14 kids. The youngest, 
a girl, named Olga, was 13 
years of age when she was 
brought into the discussion 
group, the oldest of them was 
only 21. The three leaders 
worked upon them, for three 
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years, full time, slowly bring- 
ing them along. They began 
by reading the novels of 
Pearl Buck and so interested 
them in China. They interest- 
ed them in the culture and 
literature of their own land 
of origin, slowly bringing 
them along towards political 
discussion. They had only 
just begun to discuss politica! 
things after three years when 
the security intelligence 
people picked them up, ar- 
rested them and put them in 
jail, where they have been 
ever since. To me that is a 
tremendously convincing de- 
monstration of the great sense 
of time which the communists 
have at this moment. In the 
past, Communists have usual- 
ly been in a very great hurry.. 
Today there is evidence that 
they believe that time is on 
their side and they can work 
very slowly, carefully bring- 
ing people along in difficult 
conditions in order to get the 
leaders they need. 


Discussion Groups Attract 

Students 

Incidentally I would say 
that I would regard those 
members of that little discus- 
sion group as being people 
who were simply tricked into 
association with Communists. 
They had no idea that the 
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three Communist leaders 
were Communists at all. They 
were pathetic little victims of 
the Communist movement. 
They have been in jail now 
for nearly five years. I have 
done what I could to get them 
out, after having won them 
away from such sympathy for 
Communism as they ever felt. 


The study group, or the 
discussion group, is a means 
which Communists use for 
attracting people like those 
young Chinese students to 
Communism. I believe that 
we are going to see a great 
deal more of that sort of 
activity in the years ahead. 


Supporting Popular Causes 

The Communists of course 
will look for popular cause; 
everywhere to support, and 
in particular in the under- 
developed countries. They 
are more and more trying to 
identify themselves with the 
demand of landless peasants 
for land, with the demand for 
land reform and social reform 
of every sort. 





ee 


Ill — LESSONS TO BE DRAWN 


A Tremendous Challenge to us 


I believe that when they 
are engaged in this sort of 
activity it is a tremendous 
challenge to us. I believe that 
the success of the Communist 
is a measure of the Christian’s 
failure. For the things on 
which they campaign are so 
often the things for which we 
might be able to campaign 
ourselves. They are the things 
which we should be taking 
up and trying to deal with. 
The Communists of China 
did not obtain their victory 
on the basis of going to the 
peasants of China and teach- 
ing them dialectical material- 
ism, nor by telling them ali 
about Communism. They 
talked to them about simple 
things. They promised them 
producer cooperatives; they 
promised to break the 
stranglehold of the money- 
lender, the landlord and the 
merchant who had dominated 
their lives for generations. 
It was simple things like 
these that brought the Com- 
munist cause such support as 
it had (°). 


It is true that the promises made by the Chinese Communist Party 


to give the land to those cultivating it and to free them from the 
exploitation of land owners contributed to a certain extent to their 
success, but immediately after their victory, the leaders themselves 
recognized that their coming to power was due above all to the 
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Apply Catholic Social Doctrine 
Those are the sort of 
things we might well be doing. 
Wherever an attempt is made 
to try to apply the Church’s 
social teachings to rural and 
backward conditions, this 
takes the form of producers’ 
cooperatives, credit unions, 
land reform and attempts to 
teach people to help them- 
selves. I believe that we ought 
to be giving a great deal of 
attention to that sort of acti- 
vity wherever it is possible. 


In Underdeveloped Areas 

I believe that the peoples 
of the underdeveloped areas 
are in the target areas today. 
They are a great challenge to 
us. In the middle ages it was 
taken for granted that the 
rich man had a moral res- 
ponsibility to aid the poor. 
He did not always do it, but 
if he did not do it at least he 
had a bad conscience about 
it and he knew he was not 
doing what was expected of 
him. I believe that the twen- 





tieth century application of 
this principle is that the rich 
nations of the world have a 
moral responsibility towards 
the poor ones. Not just to 
give doles and handouts, use- 
ful as these may be as first 
aid, and good as they may be 
for our own consciences, but 
in particular to help the people 
of the poorer countries to 
help themselves. If we can 
do that, then I believe that 
any people who are faced with 
a choice as between a Chris- 
tian who is trying to apply 
his Christianity in which he 
lives and a Communist, they 
will choose the Christian 
every time. Too often they 
choose the Communist, be- 
cause they believe that no 
one else cares and no one else 
does anything any way. 


Importance of Teaching 
Social Doctrine 
I know that when I was 
talking to Luis Taruc, the 
Communist rebel leader in 
the Philippines and outlined 


activity of their guerrillas and their military campaigns. They have 











never had the support of the great mass of the people. Moreover, 
after distributing land to the peasants, they took it back from them 
to enrol them in collective farms and “communes” and they re- 
placed the tyranny of the landlords with that of the Party, — far 
more pitiless and complete. If members of the Party and of af- 
filiated organizations have seen a considerable improvement in their 
conditions of life, the mass of the people is living in poverty and 
forced labour which is purported to be an austerity regime, neces- 
sary to prepare for the coming of a Communist paradise. — (Ed.) 
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Catholic social teaching to him 
his first reaction was: “ Why 
did no one tell me about this 
when I was a kid.” He said: 
“T knew nothing about it 
I used to go to church 
through a church porch on 
one side of which was St. 
Joseph and the other side St. 
Isidore. Yet no one ever told 


me anything about’ the 
Church’s’ social teachings 
which they represent. If I 


had known about them when 
I was a kid in the barrio, I 
would have gone out and 
tried to do something about 
it. But when I joined the 
Communists, I thought that 
the Church had nothing at all 
to say on the social question.” 


Tremendous Importance of 

Training True Leaders 
I believe that that is a tragic 
thing, and it has happened 
time after time. But it need 
not happen. It is up to people 
like us to see that it does not 
happen. I believe that it is 
tremendously important that 
we should be turning out 
both from amongst priests 
and laity, people who are 
leaders, people who are 
equipped to pass on the good 
things we have to others, 
helping to train the leaders. 
People who understand tech- 
niques, and who have that 


DECEMBER 1960 


attitude of mind which is the 
secret of leadership. I would 
say that creating that attitude 
of mind is really the most 
important thing of all. 


The Secret of Leadership 

You can go through a 
seminary, you can go through 
a college and never really 
see the point of it all in terms 
of action. Or alternatively, 
you can see it all in terms of 
leadership to other people. 
What does this mean in terms 
of helping other people? 
From our Catholic universities 
and colleges we may turn out 
successful professional people, 
but they are not leaders un- 
less what we have taught 
them is related directly to 
the attempt to apply the 
teachings of the Church to 
the society in which they 
live, to the profession in which 
they work, to every aspect of 
life which touches their own 
lives. That is the sort of 
leaders we need. If we can 
produce men and women like 
that, then we shall have 
people as good as and better 
than Communist leaders, man 
for man, and be fitted to offer 
leadership to the world. 


Men are Hungry for 
Leadership 
I believe that men today 
are absolutely hungry for 
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leadership. All over the 
world, people are questioning, 
they are seeking answers, 
they are looking for what we 
have got. Millions of people 
in recent years have been 
taken out of their traditional 
background, thrown into great 
cities, there becoming root- 
less proletarians with no sense 
of purpose or direction in 
their lives at all. Such people 
as these will turn to anyone 
who offers them leadership. 
If the Communists offer it, 
they will follow them. That 
is what has happened all too 
often in India, in Indonesia, 
in China, in Latin America, 
in Europe, all over the world. 


We have to provide that 

Leadership 

It is up to us to provide 
that leadership and I believe 
that we can do it. I believe 
that there is a tremendous 
need for lay leaders today, 
men who are prepared to see 
their job not only as one of 
trying to christianize them- 
selves (and heaven knows 


that is a big job in itself), 


but: to christianize the society 
in which they live as well, all 
its institutions, its organiza- 
tions, the profession into 
which they go, the work 
which they do. Making every- 
thing, seeing everything in 
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terms of cooperating witl: 
God, cooperating with the 
Church in an attempt to bring 
all mankind to Christ’s king-- 
dom. 


A Tragic Situation 

I believe it is a tragic thing: 
that many people in the past 
have turned ‘to Communism. 
believing that only the Com. 
munists care about social and 


racial injustices. This has. 
helped to create an ex- 
plosive situation. You have 


on the one hand poverty in 
the midst of plenty, poor 
nations getting poorer and 
rich nations getting richer. 
And, side by side with that, 
you have a group of faithless 
people, who have a spiritual 
vacuum in their lives which 
must be filled — and in that 
mixture you have dynamite. 
You have the ingredients 
which make for explosion in 
the modern world, and it is 
up to us to make an end of 
them. 


Training Christians who Love 
their Neighbour 
I believe that we must 
not be satisfied simply to 
produce Christians who know 
the first commandment, that 
they must love the Lord their 


God, but don’t know very 
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much about the second one 
which is that they must love 
their neighbour as them- 
selves. Only when they be- 
gin to apply the second one, 
do they begin to play a part 
in the battle of our time 
‘directly and effectively. 


Victory or Defeat of Com- 

munism Depends on Us 

I believe that Communism 
could spread across the world. 
‘The Communists believe it. 
‘There is plenty of evidence to 
suggest that it could happen. 
But it need not happen. 
Whether it happens or not, 


will depend on people like 
you, and whether you are 
prepared to accept the res. 
ponsibilities which history is 
thrusting upon your shoulders. 
If you do not accept them 
and you fail to meet the chal- 
lenge of our time, Commun- 
ism may overwhelm us all. 
If you meet Communism and 
defeat it, you will not only 
end a great threat to the 
Church. You and the society 
in which we live too, will 
emerge from this titanic 
struggle, strengthened in 
purpose and purified by the 
process. 


A LETTER FROM THE AUTHOR 


After the conference, we 
wrote to Mr. Douglas Hyde 
and proposed to him the fol- 
lowing questions : 


{1) Do you know of a good 
school of leadership train- 
ing for Catholics ? 


{2) Do you know of a move- 
ment that responds to the 
needs brought out in your 
conference ? 


43) Have you published any- 
thing on the formation the 
Communists give to their 
members in order to make 
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leaders of them? Where 
have you published notes 
on the method of dis- 
cussion of Communist 
groups: I have a French 
text of them at hand. 


Mr. Hyde’s replies will 
certainly be of interest to our 
readers. They are as fol- 
lows : 


“T have a_ tremendous 
amount of work to do and am 
leaving for Asia in two days’ 
time so I cannot answer your 
questions very fully, having 
alfeady given a large part of 
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a day to working on the 
transcript. You must forgive 
me if my answers to your 
three questions are, therefore, 
rather brief. 


(1) I am afraid I know 
of no good leadership school 
for Catholics. The Sodality 
Cell Movement here in 
England does some quite suc- 
cessful leadership training 
but mainly as pari of its 
general activities and this, of 
course applies also to the 
Y. C. W., whose methods will 
be known to you. To the 
best of my knowledge we 
have nothing here’ which 
might be described as a 
leadership school nor have I 
come across one anywhere 
else. 


(2) Again, I know of no 
Catholic movement which 
answers in every way to the 
sort of needs I indicated in 
my lecture. Student Catholic 
Action in the Philippines 
probably comes nearer than 
any. If you do not know of 
this movement, you can learn 
a lot about it if you get the 
March issue of the Irish edi- 
tion of the “FAR EAST”, 
published by the Columban 


Fathers. In it you have a long 
article on S.C.A., and there 
is another one giving his- 
torical and explanatory de- 
tails in that same issue. I 
suggest that it would be use- 
ful for you to have it in any 
case. If you have had no 
article in “CHRIST TO THE 
WORLD” on the work of 
S.C.A. you will probably 
want to publish something 
from this issue. 


(3) To the best of my 
recollection I have not written 
any detailed description of 
Communist leadership train- 
ing in any of my books or 
articles, although I wrote a 
fair amount about it in “ THE 
ANSWER TO COMMUN. 
ISM” (7). I imagine that the 
French document which vou 
have is a translation of some 
notes I once jotted down at 
a conference at Panama. I had 
described the method and 
was asked by Father Fred 
McGuire of the Mission Secre- 
tariat in Washington to 
quickly type what I had said, 
for their use. As a conse- 
quence those four pages of 
roughly written material have 
gone all over the world. 


1 Published by the Catechetical Guild Educational Society, 260 Summit 
Avenue, St. Paul 2. Minn., U,S. A. 60 pagts. Very much the same 
as this article. To be recommended and diffused. — (Ed.) 
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THEORY TO PRACTICE 


Training in Agriculture 

The field for social acticn 
in India is indeed very vast. 
Work for the uplift of the 
masses can be undertaken in 
innumerable ways. However, 
India is primarily an agri- 
cultural country, with the 
overwhelming majority of 
her people living on the pro- 
duce of the land. Thus it is 
that the peasants and farmers 
need most attention and help 
to improve their lot. Only 
when the prosperity of the 
majority increases can it be 
said that India is making true 
progress. It is to help in this 
rural uplift, that Dnynamata 
Vidhyalaya, Sangamner, was 
instituted. 


Dnynamata Vidhyalaya —- 
the Mother of Wisdom Multi- 
purpose Agricultural High 
School, was founded in 1948 
by the Jesuit Fathers of 
Poona. The idea behind it 
was to make possible a Secon- 
dary School education to 
the boys of, the district of 
Ahmednagar, especially the 
poor and the low-caste Mahar. 
For this purpose Sangamner, 
a town of 18,000 inhabitants 
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was chosen. The school has 
more than five hundred 
pupils, in classes from Std. V 
to the S.S.cC. Of these, 
over, two hundred boys are 
boarders ; they come mostly 
from very poor Mahar 
families. For these people a 
great boon is the new provi- 
sion of free-ships, made by 
Government, for the children 
of all those earning less than 
Rs. 1,200 a year. However, 
among the day-scholars are 
a number of the richer boys 
from the town, Marathas and 
Brahmins, as well as Muslims. 


Agricultural High School 
Dnynamata is the first 
Agricultural High School in 
the Ahmednagar District to 
be recognised as such by the 
Government. This means that 
her boys, who pass the S.S. C. 
examination with agriculture, 
are admissible to any univer- 
sity college, just as others 
who have finished their high 
school. At the same time, 
they are recognised as equi- 
valent to diploma holders in 
agriculture. That is why the 
school is also called a Multi- 
purpose High School — Agri. 
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Right from the beginning it 
had been planned that Dnyna- 
mata give her boys not only 
an academic education, but 
also a vocational training. 
Agriculture was decided upon 
because the surrounding dis- 
trict was mostly rural, grow- 
ing in importance as a sugar 
producing area. Large plan- 
tations and co-operatives were 
started and on them and in 
the new sugar factories good 
jobs were becoming available 
for those with agricultural 
qualifications. 


The school boasts of a 
thirty-acre farm for a variety 
of crops and fruit-trees. It 
also has purebreed dairy 
animals, a flock of sheep and 
a poultry-yard with imported 
fowls. For the field work 
both a tractor, with modern 
ploughing and ‘other attach- 
ments, and bullocks are made 
use of. This enables boys to 
get accustomed to the new 
and the conventional ways of 
field work. For indoor class- 
work, a well equipped labo- 
ratory is maintained, with a 
varied collection of seed, soil 
and insect specimens, together 
with the other requisites fer 
the training of the boys. 


Along with the usual high 
school subjects, the students 
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of Dnynamata have two 
periods a day devoted to 
agriculture. One is for theory 
and class-work, and the other 
is spent with the master on 
the farm, where the boys 
work, are given outdoor 
instructions, or watch de- 
monstrations. A noteworthy 
feature is that each boy is 
given a plot, for which he is 
made responsible. For each 
class too, a plot of about three 
acres is maintained for com- 
bined and small-scale “co- 
operative” work. Practically 
every crop found in the dis- 
trict is cultivated and the 
boys are taught to attend to 
the special requirements of 
each kind. This, of course, 
necessitates the division of 
thirty acres of land into so 
many small plots that it con- 
siderably lowers the income 
from the fields. But for the 
school, the training of her 
students comes before all 
other profit-making considera- 
tions. Other aspects of farm 
work are also included in the 
curriculum, as cost account- 
ing, banking, marketing, soil 
conservation, care of live- 
stock, farm-carpentry and 
smithy-work. 


For the Secondary School 
Certificate, the students have 
to do a theoretical and prac- 
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tical examination in agricul- 
ture besides other subjects. 
In agriculture, fifty percent 
of the marks are awarded for 
the year’s work and the State 
examiners check the plots 
and the note-books of each 
boy. Agriculture, it must be 
mentioned, helps many of the 
boys to get through the 
_§. S. C. examination, for this 
is more in their line. But 
taking agriculture does not 
affect their future college 
studies, for they are not in 
any way debarred from join- 
ing classes for any university 
degree. 


The agricultural training 
of the boys is not restricted 
to the school premises only. 
Often masters and boys make 
trips to neighbouring villages 
to learn how large-scale farms 
and plantations are run, or to 
work on them. Last year, a 
group of Dnynamata masters 
went all the way to Delhi to 
visit the World Agricultural 
Fair. 


On account of these faci- 
lities, which the school pro- 
vides, agriculture has become 
very popular with the boys as 
a school subject. This year 
in Std. VIII, only fifteen out 
of one hundred and twenty 
boys decided to take Sanskrit 
instead of Agriculture. 
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The Social Aspect 

It would be of interest to 
see what a district school like 
Dnynamata Vidhyalaya can 
do in the field of social uplift. 
The school was primarily 
instituted to afford poor boys 
of the district a means of ac- 
quiring a Secondary School 
education. School fees are 
kept at a minimum and meals 
and accomodation cost each 
boarder just Rs. 12. 


The syllabus, as arranged 
by Government, especially the 
one for agriculture, is excel- 
lent. It gives the boys an all- 
round academic and voca- 
tional formation. The boys 
leaving the school have pros- 
pects of good jobs in the near- 
by plantations and sugar fac- 
tories, where they can usually 
earn a monthly salary of over 
Rs. 110. Others, when they 
go back to the fields, find that 
their knowledge and_ ex- 
perience proves invaluable in 
obtaining better yields, and 
their new methods may 
be imitated by their more 
primitive neighbours. 


It has been noticed, that 
the attitude of many boys 
towards manual labour has 
changed favourably during 
their years in the school. And 
since Brahmins and Mahars, 
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Marathas and Muslims, high 
and low castes work and 
study together in class-room 
and field, much is done to 
eliminate the barriers of caste 
and communalism. An in- 
teresting feature of the school 
is the fact that punishment 
of the boys often takes the 
form of ‘shramadhan’; i.e., 
for a breach in discipline, they 
are given the choice of a fine 
or a certain amount of field 
work. The school makes re- 
gular use of the “earn while 
you learn” system. The 
boarders, and some day- 
scholars, cover upto even a 
third of their fees by their 
after-class work. 


It must also be pointed. out 
that the scope of social work 
done by the school extends 
beyond the immediate circle 
of her own students. Conti- 
nually the farmers of the sur- 
rounding area come to Dnyna- 
mata for advice in their 
farming problems. The school 
is considered as a model farm, 
and the District Agricultural 
Officer makes frequent use of 
its land for experiments 
and demonstrations of new 
methods, to which the public 
are invited. Good seeds and 
new strains, provided by the 
Government and _ imported 
from abroad by the school, 


538 


are first experimented with 
on the farm, and then distri- 
buted to the people. Regular 
visits are made by the boys 
and the masters, who are 
graduates in agriculture, to 
the villages around, and there 
they advise farmers about 
their crops and do work on 
the fields. A great boon 
to the sugar-cane growers 
around Sangamner will be 
the new heavy-duty tractor 
the school will soon acquire. 
Presented by the Catholics of 
Germany, from funds collect- 
ed in their drive against 
famine and disease in the 
world, this machine will be 
used to plough one foot deep. 
This depth, essential for 
sugar-cane, can only be other- 
wise achieved by the use of 
six strong bullocks. 


As regards live-stock, the 
school has been making 
serious efforts to obtain a 
pure breed bull and a Merino 
ram to improve the quality 
of the cattle and sheep in the 
district. Eggs from the farm’s 
flock of Leghorn and Rhode- 
Island fowls are also made 
available. In the near future, 
a complete set of dairy 
machines will be _ installed, 
and it is planned, if funds 
can be later procured, to buy 
a chaff-cutter, by which 
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people will be able to save 
a lot of their cattle-fodder. 


Conclusion 

Year after year, a group 
of over fifty boys leaves the 
school. They have finished 
their course, and, with their 
Secondary School Certificates 
and their agricultural train- 
ing, can look confidently ahead 
to the future. They are now 
equipped for their life-work. 
And so the school goes on in 
its work of enlightenment and 
uplift, and plays her role in 


the very urgent task of im- 
proving agriculture in India. 
The example of Dnynamata 
Vidhyalaya has also been 
imitated by other schools 
built up along similar lines. 
This is desirable, for the land 
needs care, and those to whom 
it is entrusted, must be train- 
ed to use it well. If India is 
to stride continually forward 
the millions of her sons, toil- 
ing on her fields, must contri- 
bute to her progress, and for 
this they must be properly 
educated. 


COMING EVENTS 


21st to 25th Dec., at Chandigarh, under the auspices of the 
Punjab University, the 43rd session of the All-India Economic 
Conference, the 20th session of the All-India Agricultural 
Economics Conference, and the 4th session of the All-India 


Labour Economics Conference. 


27th to 30th December, at Kanpur, the 35th session of 
the All-India Educational Conference of the All-India Fede- 
ration of Educational Associations. 
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Eliminating Industrial: Conflict 

The Annual Labour Day 
Statement of the Social Action 
Department of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference 
(U.S.A.) has relevance: for 
persons in India concerned 
with the urgent problem of 
reducing conflict between 
workers and management in 
the wake of the Government 
employees strike. The state- 
ment, written by Msgr. George 
C. Higgins, Director of the 
Department, rejects compul- 
sory arbitration (now being 
advocated by some persons in 
India) as an adequate solu- 
tion of the problem. Msgr. 
Higgins then continues: “In 
arguing against compulsory 
arbitration... we do not mean 
to imply that unregulated -col- 
lective bargaining is neces- 
sarily an adequate method of 
handling labour-management 
-relations under any and ali 
circumstances. On the con- 
trary, there may well be need 
for additional legislation to 
safeguard the public interest 
in emergency situations en- 
dangering the security of the 
nation or adversely affecting 
the health and safety of its 
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citizens.” 


Msgr. Higgins be- 
lieves that what is needed is 
the establishment of continu- 
ing joint labour-management 


conferences in all major 
industries. “The purpose of 
these proposed industry con- 
ferences or councils would be 
three-fold: (1) to develop 
their greater understanding 
and a better spirit of coopera- 
tion between labour and 
management; (2) to make 
the parties more acutely con- 
scious of their mutual obli- 
gation to serve the public 
interest; and (3) to enable 
them to fulfill this obligation 
more effectively than they are 
now able to do.” Through 
these permanent councils, 
composed of representatives 
of both workers and manage- 
ment in a particular industry, 
“the two parties can syste- 
matically relate their wage 
price decisions to the public 
interest and, instead of work- 
ing at cross purposes with one 
another, can effectively pro- 
mote the general economic 
welfare. Moreover, it is to be 
hoped that in due time these 
industry-wide groupings will 
be federated into a permanent 
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national labour-management 
conference or council within 
which the ethical guide lines 
of a sound national wage- 
policy can be periodically re- 
viewed.” This new form of 
labour-management coopera- 
tion can also be employed on 
the plant level as an adjunct 
to the collective bargaining 
process. “For example, there 
could be regular labour- 
management meetings on the 
plant level, distinct from dis- 
cussion of grievances under 
negotiated contracts. Such 
meetings could anticipate 
problems and develop patterns 
of cooperation without inter- 
fering with agreements reach- 
ed under normal collective 
bargaining.” 


Catholics and International 

Aftairs 

Auxiliary Bishop Francis 
A. Marrocco of ‘Toronto, 
Canada, speaking to members 
of the Christian Family Move- 
ment last August, said: 
“‘Man’s need for an interna- 
national community life is as 
old as he is. This topic needs 
study by Catholics to remind 
them of their good fortune to 
be numbered as members of 
a Church that is commissioned 
to ‘ internationalism ’ by 
Christ Himself.” Catholics 
have not “deliberately neg- 
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lected their vocation to inter- 
national affairs and institu- 
tions,” the Bishop said, “ but 
too many of the forces now 
seeking to create a ‘one- 


world’ are instruments of 
‘international death’ rather 
than ‘international life’.” 


“One-world” efforts are as- 
sociated in history with some 
of the best and some of the 
worst peoples and movements, 
the Bishop pointed out. He 
cited Alexander the Great, 
Napoleon, Hitler and now 
Khrushchev as men with 
“visions .of international em- 
pires and international in- 
fluences.... trying to create 
a ‘one-world’ in which men 
would accept one authority, 
work for the same objectives, 
and sacrifice their individual 
aspirations on the altar of an 
international cause, or per- 
haps an international cons- 
piracy.” Christ has issued 
the “one-world” call to 
Catholics. It is His will that 
“the Catholic should not only 
bring every phase of his indi- 
vidual life under the influence 
of Christ, but must join in 
the Church’s efforts to Chris- 
tianize and sanctify the think- 
ing and action of all men in 
all spheres of living.” There 
are some Catholics, the Bishop 
declared, “whose individual!l- 
ism and apathy are deliberate, 
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intentional sins of omission.” 
He concluded by urging that 
Catholic Family Movement 
members become “complete 
Catholics” and pointed out 
that this “includes their 
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Scholarships for Social 

Education in Britain 

The Catholic Workers Col- 
lege conducted by the English 
Jesuit Fathers at Oxford is 
included in the Common- 
wealth Scholarship Scheme 
which grew out of the Com- 
monwealth Education Con- 
ference held at Oxford in 
1959. The purpose of the 
Scheme is to provide scholar- 
ships for study in England by 
mature persons who have not 
attended a University and 
hence possess no academic 
degrees, and yet are persons 
of outstanding ability who 
would profit from additional 
education. For such persons 
the Catholic Workers College 
provides a course of training 
in social studies with parti- 
cular emphasis on moral 


philosophy and social ethics. 
Some students who remain 








future leadership and _ in- 
fluence in international af- 
fairs.” “It is a question of 
whether international forces 
will domindte us or if we 
shall influence them.” 


COMMENT 


for two years are also pre- 
pared for the Oxford Univer- 
sity Diploma in Economics 
and Political Science. The 
College does not undertake to 
provide vocational training 
which will prepare students. 
for new careers but rather to 
help them to understand the 
relevance of Christian teach- 
ing to the social problems. 
which they will meet in the 
careers they have already 
chosen. 


Persons interested in ob- 
taining a Commonwealth 
Scholarship for study at the 
Catholic Workers College (or 
other colleges included in the 
scheme) should apply to the 
Education Department of the 
Government of the country in 
which they reside. For those 
who are awarded scholarships, 
the cost of passage, fees and 
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allowances will be paid by the 
British Council. Further infor- 
mation can be obtained from 
the British Information Ser- 
vice, Mercantile Bank Build- 
ing, Bombay. Inquiries con- 
cerning the courses offered by 
the Catholic Workers College 
can be addressed to Rev. 
H. O. Waterhouse, S.J., Plater 
Hall, Boars Hill, Oxford, 
England. 


Ceylon’s Overseas Student 

Centre 

In September of this year 
Ceylon’s Service Centre for 
Students Abroad completed 
the first two years of its exis- 
tence. Established by the 
Hierarchy of Ceylon. in 1958, 
the Centre is the first insti- 
tution of its kind in Asia. The 
Centre owes its origin to the 
widespread feeling that one 
of the tragedies that afflict 
the Church in Asia is the fact 
that many Catholic Asian 
students, in whom the Church 
places so much hope, go 
abroad for higher studies and 
become not only indifferent 
to the needs of the Church 
but not infrequently even lose 
their Faith in the West. This 
situation, in turn, is due to 
the fact that students go 
abroad ill-prepared for the 
intellectual milieu and kind 
of life which prevails in the 
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large Universities of the West 
and without adequate safe- 
guards in their new surround- 
ings to cushion the shock and 
protect their traditional be- 
liefs and values. The Ceylon 
Centre, which is staffed by 
two priests, seeks to prepare 
Ceylonese students about to 
go overseas by providing them 
with advance information on 
the country to which they are 
going and acquainting them 
with the problems they are 
likely to encounter there. 
Even more important, it 
works closely with Catholic 
organizations and centres in 
foreign countries so _ that 
Catholic students from Ceylon 
may establish contact with 
Catholics and Catholic insti- 
tutions in the country to 
which they go. Centres abroad 
are informed when and where 
Ceylonese will arrive so that 
they might be met and assist- 
ed to find accommodations, 
make ffriends, etc. This 
does much to help overseas 
students adjust themselves to 
the new country and fre- 
quently places them in a 
Catholic environment where 
the dangers to their Faith are 
minimized. In turn, the 
Ceylon Centre performs these 
services for foreign students 
who come to Ceylon to study. 
The Centre also acts as an in- 
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formation agency for Catho- 
lics and non-Catholics regard- 
ing problems connected with 
study abroad. It may well be 
that the time has come to 
consider establishing a similar 
centre in India for the many 
Catholic Indian students who 
go abroad every year for 
study, and who undeniably 
have many of the problems 
which led to the foundation 
of the Ceylon Centre. 


Regional Labour Institutes 

in India 

The United Nations Tech- 
nical Assistance Board in 
India has announced that 
plans were concluded in Octo- 
ber of this year for the esta- 
blishment of three Regional 
Labour Institutes at Calcutta, 
Madras and Kanpur. Finan- 
cial assistance will be pro- 
vided by the United Nations 
Special Fund. The new re- 
gional institutes will be 
modelled, although on a some- 
what smaller scale, on the 
Central Labour Institute of 
Bombay. The Bombay Insti- 
tute was set up to provide 
facilities for research on the 
human factors involved in 
rapid industrial development, 
and for education and train- 
ing of persons drawn from 
Government service and em- 
ployers’ and workers’ organi- 
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zations in the most suitable 
techniques for’ investigating 
and controlling the mental and 
physical stresses which con- 
tribute to industrial accidents, 
diseases, discomforts and 
diminished productivity. Each 
of the new institutes will have 
a museum of industrial health, 
welfare and safety ; an indus- 
trial hygiene library ; a 
library and information 
centre; and a training centre. 
Training and research pro- 
grammes will concentrate on 
the worker in relation to his 
environment, to physiologica! 
factors of work, method study, 
productivity and supervisory 
skills. The United Nations 
Special Fund will contribute a 
total of 350,000 dollars (ap- 
proximately 17 lakhs of 
rupees) over a period of three 
years. The rupee cost of the 
programme, approximately 56 
lakhs, will be met by the 
Government of India. 


UNESCO Research Centre 
The UNESCO Research 
Centre on Social Implications 
of Industrialization in South- 
ern Asia plans to move from 
Calcutta to Delhi where it 
will henceforth be known as 
the “Research Centre on 
Social and Economic Develop- 
ment in Southern Asia.” In 
Delhi the Centre will work 
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closely with the National 
Council of Applied Economic 
Research and the newly esta- 
blished Institute of Economic 
Growth of Delhi University, 
the proposed new site for the 
UNESCO Centre. The reason 
for the move is the desire to 
utilize the facilities available 
at the other institutions. For 


the past five years the Centre’ 


has been working in Calcutta 
in premises provided by the 
West Bengal Government. In 
Delhi the Centre will also be 
able to maintain close contacts 
with the Planning Commis- 
sion and the embassies of 
the thirteen countries besides 
India who participate in the 
work of the Centre. In India 
the Centre has recently com- 
pleted a study on social and 
cultural factors affecting pro- 
ductivity of industrial labour 
in Bombay and Calcutta. A 
preliminary enquiry into the 
growth of steel towns has 
also been undertaken. - The 
centre is currently collaborat- 
ing with the Government of 
Pakistan in a study of the 
social implications of rapid 
industrialization in Khulna, a 
town in East Pakistan. 


Nationalization of Ceylon’s 
Schools 
The Catholics of Ceylon 
are much disturbed over the 
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proposed nationalization of 
schools presently under con- 
sideration by the Government 
of that country. The nation’s 
new Minister of Education has 
stated that no compensation 
will be paid when the schools 
are taken over on the ground 
that “it would be immoral 
for anybody to ask for such 
compensation” (!). In _ his 
speech, the Minister added 
that all schools will be taken 
over by the Government on 
the same day and that the 
take-over will “end control of 
education in Ceylon by foreign 
interests.” 


Nationalization of schools 
has long been a threat in pre- 
dominantly Buddhist Ceylon 
and now seems certain. In 
recent years the All-Ceylon 
Buddhist Congress has been 
pressing the Government to 
take over Catholic schools. A 
year ago Archbishop Thomas 
B. Cooray, O.M.I., of Colombo 
pointed out that for some 
time in Ceylon there had 
been a relentless campaign to 
include religious schools in a 
“soulless, lifeless and godless 
ios slek Government system of 
education.” The present agi- 
tation for nationalization of 
schools seems to be due more 
to the drift of the country 
towards the left than to 
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traditional Buddhist agita- 
tion. Ceylon’s approximately 
700,000 Catholics support some 
750 schools of which about 600 
are said to be slated for 
nationalization. The remain- 
ing schools not scheduled for 
nationalization will receive no 
state aid in future. At present 
most Church conducted 
schools receive government 
subsidies which help pay 
teachers’ salaries and meet 
maintenance costs. 


University Education by Mail 

Australia’s experience in 
providing university educa- 
tion by correspondence point- 
ed the way for a similar 
solution of Indian problems, 
Dr. P. D. Shukla, Indian edu- 
cationist, said when he visited 
Australia recently. 


Dr. Shukla, who is Head 
of the Higher Education and 
U.N.E.S.C.O. Division in the 
Ministry of Education, spent 
four weeks in Australia under 
the Colombo Plan examining 
education methods. 


“There is a great rush of 
new students to universities 
in India”, Dr. Shukla said. 
“There is also a tradition of 
respect in India for higher 
eudcation. 
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“We are anxious not to 
curb the great urge for higher 
education, so we do not want 
to restrict admissions; but 
the universities are physically 
incapable of accepting the 
great numbers of ‘students 
wanting to enter. We are 
therefore planning correspon- 
dence courses. 


“The great problem with 
external studies at university 
level is to maintain standard. 
That is why my visit to Aus- 
tralia is so useful. 


“ Australia has had a long 
experience in providing cor- 
respondence courses at uni- 
versity level. For instance, 
the University of Queensland 
has had an External Studies 
Department for 50 years, and 
the University of New Eng- 
land has a comparatively new 
but flourishing department. 


“The outstanding point which 
emerged was that there has 
been no fall in standards as 
between internal and external 
students. It was a relief to 
me to see that both groups 
of students can be kept at the 
same standard. 


“TI was impressed by the 
controls introduced to ensure 
that external students do not 
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fall below the standard of the 


internal students. They do 
the same examinations, take 
the same degrees, and their 
performance in examinations 
is nearly the same.” 


“The experience at Aus- 
tralian universities is that al- 
though internal students have 
the advantage of regular con- 
tact with their lecturers, and 
participate fully in the disci- 
plines of their university, the 








external students are often 
more mature, with a wider 
experience of life. They are 
more responsible, work hard- 
er, and have a very clear ob- 
jective in view.” 


Dr. Shukla believes that 
similar schemes to _ those 
operating in Australia could 
be introduced successfully in 
India without a fall in educa- 
tion standards. 


Subscribers, who have not already done so, 
are requested to pay their subscription for 1960 — 
and, in some cases, for previous years also. 


The cheque (if paid by cheque) should be 
drawn in favour of the Indian Social Institute. 


‘MANAGER, 
Social Action 
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REVIEW OF REVIEWS 


PATTERN AND LIMITS OF THE SINO-SOVIET DISPUTE 
by Z. Brzezinski. (The New Leader September 19, 1960.) 


In this article Dr. Brze- 
zinski, Associate Professor of 
Public Law and Government 
in Columbia University’s 
Russian Institute, analyzes the 
implications of the much pub- 
licised ideological dispute 
between Soviet Russia and 
China. The author believes 
that there can no longer be 
any doubt that in the course 
of recent months “a signi- 
ficant and sharp disagreement 
has developed between Mos- 
cow and Peking.” The es- 
sence of the argument, he 
says, concerns the’ question of 
methods to be used by the 
Communist camp in its 
struggle for world-wide vic- 
tory. More specifically, the 
dispute centers on the follow- 
ing points: “ (1) the problem 
of war in the period prior to 
a complete Communist vic- 
tory; (2) the matter of 
peaceful coexistence and the 
related problems of how to 
capitalize on the anti-colonial 
struggle; (3) the issue of dis- 
armament and the sharing of 
nuclear weapons; (4) the 
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stages of the domestic cons- 
truction of Communism.” 

Even though the dispute 
portends no immediate and 
open split between Russia 
and China, Dr. Brzezinski be- 
lieves that the very existence 
of Sino-Soviet differences on 
the points mentioned has far- 
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reaching implications. Even 
though the argument initially 
began as a dispute over 
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methods, he says, it has now 

inevitably become ideological | 
because of the close relation- 
ship “between theory and 
practice, ideology and power, 
in the Communist system.” 
The dispute is between two 
leading members of an inter- 
national revolutionary and 
ideologically oriented move- 
ment. One (Russia) has been 
the recognized leader of that 
movement. The other (China) 
is physically much weaker 
but already commands great 
prestige because it gained 
power through its own efforts 





and because of its great 
potential power. At this stage 
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there is no conscious effort on 
the part of China to displace 
Russia as the leader of the 
Communist camp, and China 
has repeatedly and publicly 
acknowledged the leadership 
of Russia. But there is an 
effort to get Moscow to adopt 
a different point of view on 
the questions mentioned 
above. If this effort should 
succeed, the nature of leader- 
ship in the Communist camp 
would change, and therein 
lies the real significance of 
the ideological struggle now 
in progress. Russia is fully 
conscious of this and realizes 
that for her the stakes are 
very high. 


The struggle is complicat- 
ed by the fact that both dis- 
putants are very conscious of 
the fact that their unity is a 
decisive factor of strength in 
their relation to the non-Com- 
munist world, to which both 
of them (though in different 
degrees perhaps) are hostile. 
The importance of unity has 
been stressed and restressed by 
both in the course of the dia- 
logue. This mutual need for 
unity has placed certain mu- 
tually recognized limits within 
which there is a measure of 
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common agreement despite 
disagreement. In an effort to 
move Russia closer to its own 
views, however, China has 
been engaging in a measure 
of “brinkmanship” in which 
at times she skirts dangerous- 
ly close to the precipice of 
disunity, (as in the case of 
the June 8th speech of Liu 
Chang-sheng which went very 
far in criticising Moscow ). 
Whether the dispute will 
seriously disrupt the unity of 
the Communist world depends 
on how great risks China is 
willing to run in this respect, 
and what value Russia ulti- 
mately places on unity with 
China as against her need to 
defend her own position as 
leader of the Communist 
camp. Dr. Brzezinski thinks 
that at this stage it is naive 
and senseless to anticipate an 
open Sino-Soviet split and 
that such talk may well have 
the opposite effect of drawing 
the two regimes closer to- 
gether. He foresees a period 
of “divergent unity” within 
the Communist world for pos- 
sibly a long period to come, 
in which there will be stresses 
and strains and ebbs and 
flows but no open split. 
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ROMAN CATHOLICISM AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY by Dr. A. P. | 
Carrillo de Alboronoz. (World Council of Churches, Geneva, 59 ) 95 pp. 


In an _ article’ entitled 
“Rules for the Dialogue” 
which appeared simultaneous- 
ly in the Catholic weekly 
Commonweal and the Protes- 
tant review Christian Century, 
Dr. Robert Brown of the 
Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, speaks of a “new 
atmosphere which may make 
it possible for Catholics and 
Protestants to talk together 
once more without simply 
trying to score points or se- 
cure conversions, an  at- 
mosphere in which both 
groups can speak and listen.” 
He points out the crucial im- 
portance of such dialogue 
before the union so ardently 
desired by many Catholics and 
Protestants can become a 
reality. But before such 
dialogue can be fruitful it 
must conform to. certain 
“rules.” One of these is that 
“Each partner must strive 
for a clear understanding of 
the faith of the other.” This 
implies a “continual willing- 
ness to revise (one’s) under- 
standing of the faith of the 
other”. Religious dialogue, 
Dr. Brown, points out, “can 
be a very dangerous pastime, 
for it may force us to give up 
some of our most cherished 
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caricatures, and these die 
hard. It is really rather com- 
fortable for a Protestant to 
believe that the Roman ver- 
sion of the formula ‘ Outside 
the Church there is no salva- 
tion,’ is the precise equivalent 
of saying, “ All non-Catholics 
go to hell” for this makes it 
easy for him to use words 
like ‘intolerance’, ‘ bigotry’ 
and ‘spiritual pride.’ But if 
he thinks that that is the ac- 
tual teaching of the Church, 
the process of dialogue will 
let him in for some real sur- 
prises, and he will have to 
change his tune. The Catho- 
lic may also have some rude 
shocks in store for him...”. 


The present book, or rather 
booklet, for it is really a 
large pamphlet, Roman Catho- 
licism and Religious Liberty, 
is a valuable contribution by 
a Protestant to the “dialogue” 
referred to Dr. Brown, on a 
most important and thorny 
subject, the question of reli- 
gious liberty and the closely 
connected subject of Church 


and State. It conforms ad- 
mirably, moreover, to the 
“rule for dialogue” just 


quoted. This work is a 
serious and scholarly attempt 
by an able scholar with 
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degrees in letters, philosophy, 
theology and law to get he- 
hind the caricature which 
exists in many Protestant 
minds regarding the Catholic 
Church’s position on religious 
liberty and to discover and 
report to his brethren actual 
Catholic thought on this im- 
portant subject. The cari- 
cature which exists in Pro- 
testant minds is described by 
Dr. Carrillo thus: “ (a) Con- 
cerning policy, where Roman 
Catholics are in the minority, 
they ask for religious free- 
dom. On the contrary, where 
they are in the majority, 
they oppose the external 
freedom of other religious 
beliefs ; (b) Concerning 
doctrine, there is only one 
Roman Catholic theory which 
can really be called orthodox: 
namely, the distinction bet- 
ween ‘thesis’ and ‘hypo- 
thesis’. In ‘ thesis’, that is to 
say: when pure Roman Catho- 
lic principles can be applied, 
‘error’ must not be free to 
propagate or to be propagat- 
ed. Only in the ‘hypothesis ’, 
namely, when owing to ad- 
verse circumstances, Roman 
Catholics cannot prudently 
impose their principles, can 
freedom of ‘error’ be pro- 
visionally tolerated as the 
lesser evil.” Dr. Carrillo ad- 
mits that many Catholics pos- 
sibly the majority more or 
less. defend this attitude and 
doctrine. But he maintains 
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that it is wrong to think that 
all orthodox Catholics hold 
this position. The purpose of 
his study is to show that 
another quite different theory 
concerning religious liberty 
exists within the orthodoxy 
of the Catholic Church. What 
follows throughout the rest of 
the booklet is an admirable 
and scholarly account of the 
debate which has been raging 
among Catholic theologians 
over the past decade on the 
problems of religious liberty 
and Church and State, Dr. 
Carillo shows that the attack 
on the traditional theory of 
“ thesis-hypothesis’’ has been 
gaining momentum, within 
Catholic circles, a fact well- 
known to Catholics who have 
attempted to follow the de- 
bate. It has been a difficult 
debate to follow, since many 
of the contributions have 
taken the form of articles in 
theological and other journals 
inaccessible to the ordinary 
layman or even priest. For 
that reason Dr. Carillo’s 
booklet will make enlighten- 
ing reading for Catholics as 
well as Protestants. The work 
is studded with quotations 
from such leading Catholic 
theologians and philosophers 
as Jacques Maritain, Yves 
Congar, Albert Hartmann, 
Max Pribilla, Jacques Leclerg, 
John Courtney Murray and 
others. Dr. Carillo has done 
a service to Catholics as well 
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as Protestants in summarizing 
so ably recent Catholic 
thought on the subject of re- 
ligious liberty. 


A good idea of the trend 
of this thinking and the way 
it differs from the older 
theory of “ thesis-hypothesis ” 
can be gained from the fol- 
lowing quotation from Max 
Pribilia, S.J. : 


“Religious liberty when it 
is understood correctly, does 
not mean the protection of 
error — error as such has 
no right to protection as it 
is wrong in itself — but the 
protection of the erring men 
who should not be prevent- 
ed from serving God ac- 
cording to their conscience. 
Even the erring conscience 
imposes obligations and ac- 
quires corresponding rights. 
The protection accorded to 
the erring person in order 
that he may fulfil his obli- 
gations or maintain his 
rights, is good in itself. The 
erring person no doubt then 
has the right to be inform- 
ed of his error with logica! 
reasons, instead of being de- 
prived of his personal 
liberty. This is the only 
course which is meaningful 
and worthy of man.” (quot- 
ed p. 38.) 


That views like these are held 
by eminent Catholic theolo- 
gians in good standing will 





reassure many Protestants 
who genuinely fear what may 
happen when Catholics be- 
come a majority, for example 
in the United States, where 
the Church’s position on reli- 
gious liberty is a burning issue 
at the present time. And yet 
their fears will not be com- 
pletely allayed by Dr. Caril- 
lo’s excellent booklet since as 
he points out there are still 
many Catholic adherents of 
the older theory with its 
corollary of the confessional 
state, and the question has 
still not been decided by any 
binding papal statement. Pro- 
testants the world over will 
surely watch with keen inte- 
rest the approaching Ecumeni- 
cal Council for indications as 
to which theory is to prevail. 
For Catholics, Dr. Carillo’s 
treatise performs a double 
service. It furnishes them 
with a very convenient sum- 
mary of Catholic thought on 
what is undoubtedly the most 
important religious subject of 
the day. And it sets a splendid 
example of how the “rules” 
for the dialogue which is 
building up between Protes- 
tants and Catholics can be ap- 
plied in practice. If now 
Catholics reciprocate with 
equally sympathetic and 
scholarly analyses of Pro- 
testant positions the dialogue 
may really be fruitful after 
all. J. Berna 


552 SOCIAL ACTION DECEMBER 1960 





e258 oth nl ati 




















IMPORTANT BOOKS 
ON 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
AVAILABLE AT THE SOCIAL INSTITUTE, BOAT CLUB RD., POONA-1- 


C.C.Clump: Practical Citizenship 3rd Edition Rs 1-75 
(For Secondary Schools) 


_ A.Nevett: Too Many of Us? 2nd Edition Rs. 3-25 


(The Indian Population Problem) 


” Dear Comrade Re. 1-00 


(Letters to a Communist) 


» India Going Red ? 2nd Edition Rg. 1-25 


(Communism in India) 


A. Fonseca: The Citizen and the State Rs: 3-00 
4th Edition (For High Schools and the Military) 
Copies from Sanjivan Press, Digha Ghat, Patna 


Jerome D’Souza, S.J.: Sardar Panikkar and 
Christian Missions Re. 1-00 


Towards A Solution : (Symposium on Social Questions) Rg. 1-50 


The Social Order: (Encyclical Quadragesimo Annoof Re. 0-65 
Pius XI) 


— Postage extra in all cases —— 





